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languishes professional from handicraft unions, namely, the exaction in the present day of a more or less severe entrance examination. Corporations, according to J.-B. Say, have never really guaranteed the quality of the goods which they produce. It would not be practicable for the College of Surgeons to guarantee continuously the excellence of the services rendered by their members. But, so far as entrance examinations are concerned, there is little ground of complaint at present. As to the expediency of some State regulation of the medical and legal professions, no serious difference of opinion can exist. Medical advice is obviously a thing of which an ordinary patient is incapable of judging; it clearly falls, therefore, under the category of commodities which may be inspected by State officers. Clearly, too, the intention of the Legislature has always been to secure the efficiency of practitioners. Thus, shortly before the establishment of the College of Physicians, we find that an Act was passed (3 Henry VIII cap. 11), providing that no one should take upon him " to exercise and occupy " as a physician or surgeon in London, unless he had been admitted by the Bishop of London, or the Dean of St. Paul's. These eminent ecclesiastics were not themselves to be the judges of efficiency, but were to call unto them four doctors of physic, and "for surgery, other expert persons in that faculty, and for the first examination such as they shall think convenient, and afterward alway four of them that have been so approved." In other parts of the country the bishop of the diocese, or the vicar-general, was to be the licensing authority. The method of examination, then, was established by law more than 350 years ago. From time to time, no doubt,